
 



 

Score Point:  6 
 
This response reflects a high degree of proficiency in expository writing skills. The writer’s 
reasons for wishing to hike the Appalachian Trail (to see beautiful scenery, become tougher, 
and have a once-in-a-lifetime experience) are specific and thought provoking. The writer 
employs imagery (majestic mountains rise to the sky robed in leaves of green, the trail opens 
into a window looking out upon rolling hills, and pale paint splotches against the canvas of the 
night) to clearly illustrate and develop these reasons. The response is complete and unified. 


